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sion to the growing demands and necessities for more repre-
sentative institutions. In Great Britain there was a Parlia-
mentary system which required reform, and which un-
doubtedly would have been reformed, long before 1832, but
for the French Revolution and the French wars. The Prussian
monarchy, however, required the shattering defeat at Jena,
and the Swiss patriciates required a French invasion, while
not even the approach of Bonaparte's army was sufficient to
arouse the Venetian aristocracy to the necessity for deciding
to introduce political reform. The French monarchy and
aristocracy did, indeed, make the decision voluntarily in 1789,
but too late. A cumbrous, meddling, rigid administrative
system, maintained without concession for nearly two hundred
years, brought ruin upon itself. In the eighteenth century
admiration of English political institutions was universal, but
the despotisms and aristocracies preferred the easier method
of waiting to the difficult method of grappling with the political
problem and sharing power with the growing bourgeoisie.
European Liberalism was too much an affair of the study;
but it came into its own in political practice when the * Great
War' was over and the nineteenth century was well on its
way.
The eighteenth century, too, had the merit of tackling abuses,
not hastily indeed, but courageously and almost systematically.
Beccaria's remark, in reference to some abuse of the penal
system—" This ought not to happen in the Eighteenth Cen-
tury "—shows the insistence of the age upon the claims of
reason in politics and society. His other great statement, that
kws must be directed to achieve the greatest happiness divided
by the greatest number, supplied at any rate a principle to legis-
lation, which the succeeding century found useful. That the
men of the eighteenth century were self-confident, self-satisfied,
and convinced that they possessed the key to life and to pro-
gress is not to their discredit; it is a better outlook upon the
world than pessimism or * defeatism/ Having finished his
grand work, De F Esprit des lots, Montesquieu could declare, with
something loftier than mere complacency: " If this work meets

